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AIIHPH — All India Institute of Hygiene and Public Health
Benami — illegal land holding
Bhery — Fish pond
BJP — Bharatiya Janta Party
Bigha — measurement of territory: 3 bighas equal 4000m2

CEMSAP — Calcutta Environment Management Strategy and
Action Plan (Undertaking of GoWB and ODA)

CMD — Calcutta Metropolitan District
CMDA — Calcutta Metropolitan Development Authority
CPCB — Central Pollution Control Board
CPM — Communist Party of India (Marxist)
CSIR — Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (GoI)
DCL — Development Consultants Ltd.
FACE — Forum for Action and Coordination on Environment
GNS — Howrah Ganatantrik Nagarik Samiti
GoI — Government of India
GoWB — Government of West Bengal
HIT — Howrah Improvement Trust
HMC — Howrah Municipal Corporation
IBRD — World Bank (International Bank for Reconstruction

and Development)
IMF — International Monetary Fund
IWMED — Institute for Wetland Management and Ecological

Design, ‘Wetland Institute’
Lathi — Police truncheon of wood or bamboo



Taking the State to Court ix

MoEF — Ministry of Environment and Forests
NEERI — National Environmental Engineering Research

Institute
OBC — Other Backward Classes
ODA — Overseas Development Administration (UK)
OECD — Organization for Economic Cooperation and

Development
Panchayat — Elected village council
PUBLIC — People United for Better Living in Calcutta
WBPCB — West Bengal Pollution Control Board
WWF — World Wide Fund for Nature


