To Uschi Eid - ADB's draft forest policy 

Dr. Uschi Eid

Parliamentary State Sectretary, BMZ

Stresemannstr. 94

10963 Berlin 

18 July 2003

Dear Dr. Eid,

I am currently working with Oxfam Mekong Initiative (which is based in

Phnom Penh, Cambodia) on a consultancy looking at the pulp and paper

industry in four countries in the Mekong Region (Cambodia, Laos, Thailand

and Vietnam). As part of this work, earlier this year I produced a

critique of the Asian Development Bank's June 2002 forest policy draft

paper. In May 2003, Friends of the Earth International sent this critique

to the President of the Asian Development Bank (copied to all the

Executive Directors). FoEI's letter was endorsed by 48 NGOs and

individuals. 

Recently, the ADB issued another draft forest policy via its web-site.

According to Javed Mir, forestry specialist at the ADB, this forest policy

working paper is to be considered by the ADB Board on 22 July 2003, after

which the working paper will be revised and a final Policy Paper produced

for ADB Board Approval.

Given that BMZ's Sector Strategy on Forests and Sustainable Development

states that it sets out BMZ's "binding development

policy guidelines for Germany's official development cooperation in the

field of protection and sustainable development of forests", I would be

grateful if you could explain the following:

- Does the latest draft of the ADB's forest policy comply with the BMZ

Strategy on Forests and Sustainable Development?

- What process will BMZ go through to determine whether ADB's forest

policy complies with its own policy? Will this process involve

consultation with any organisations and citizens outside BMZ, including

NGOs working on forest issues?

- What does BMZ intend to do if it finds that the ADB's policy is weaker

than that of BMZ? 

- Which policy will take precendence for future German funding of ADB:

BMZ's or ADB's? 

I have copied this letter to Rolf Eckermann, the Executive Director at the

ADB for Austria, Germany, Turkey and UK and to Bernd Blank, the Head of

the Division for Regional Banks at BMZ. Mr. Eckermann should not approve

the ADB's forest policy until a transparent process is in place for

evaluating the Bank's proposed policy against the existing German policy.

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully,

Chris Lang

cc. Rolf Eckermann, Executive Director at the ADB for Austria, Germany,

Turkey and UK.

Bernd Blank, Head of the Division for Regional Banks, BMZ. 
