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World Construction Field

« \World construction field: the largest
construction market, consuming 45% of
the world’s concrete and 27% of its steel

« employing more than 40 million workers

e In 2010, the total output value of
construction industry reached RMB 9.5
trillion. Construction industry has become
the fourth largest industry in the country.




Formal construction company

 All of those construction projects were
accomplished by the formal construction
companies nominally.

e There were 60,000 construction
companies in 2010.



wage arrears

 The wage arrears have become a chronic
phenomenon in construction industry

e Even Premier Wen Jiabao asked for the

delayed payment for a construction worker
in 2003.



Informalization of construction industry

In practice, almost all construction project
were accomplished by those construction
workers who had no labor contract and

soclal security.
1. no labor contract

2~ Nno social security

3. long working hours and badly working
condition

4. low wage
5. wage arrears




Subcontracting system

« The front line of production of construction
iIndustry was undertaken by the subcontracting
team which was composed of peasant-workers
(migrant workers) and was led by subcontractor.



* Behind the miracle of world construction
field, there iIs the absurd juxtaposition of
employers who have no workers and
workers who have no employers.



e |tis not a “normal” industry, for both the
subcontractor and the workers, since there is no
boss, no employer who is directly responsible for
their employment practices. The capital-labor
relationship has been entirely disquised: the
workers literally do not know the identity of the
developers and the construction companies who
ultimately are responsible for the non-payment
of the wages owed to them. This mis-recognition
was made possible through the labor
subcontracting system
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The plight of construction workers

The informalization of construction industry
has been making the rights and interests of
the construction workers hurt.

\Wage arrears

Difficult to get compensation for Industry
iInjury

Difficult to get compensation for
occupational disease









* Today the construction workers are the invisible
subjects in the city they built. They were present
when what is now prime land in the city was still
wasteland, having no economic value to society.
They disappear once the buildings have been
constructed with their toil, and the value of the
land has increased. The workers are absent in
the space they have created and too frequently
are not paid the wages they have worked for.






What can we do?

e NGOs, media, academic, mass society,
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