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The grand opening ceremony of the
Center On Philanthropy (COP), Sun
Yat-sen University (SYSU) was held on 6
May 2011. COP is the first institution for
philanthropy in South China. It was
established with support from the Center
On Philanthropy of Indiana University,
America.
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During the ceremony, Professor Elinor Ostrom, the 2009 Nobel Economic Prize
winner, gave a lecture on the subject of “A Social-Ecological Approach to Sustainability”.
In her opinion, the social-ecological approach, especially advocating collective
participation and management, can support the development of philanthropy. Professor
Ostrom was pleased to accept the post of Honorary Chairwoman of the Consulting
Committee for COP, and expressed her high expectations for COP. She led the COP
ceremony together with Li Ping (Director
of COP), Wolfgang Bielefeld (Director of
the International Department of the
Center on Philanthropy at the Indiana
University) and Yan Guangmei
(Vice-Chancellor of SYSU).
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People from different areas were present at the ceremony, including university
scholars, entrepreneurs, government officials, and NGO leaders. They witnessed
Professor Wolfgang Bielefeld and Professor Zhu Jiangang signing a strategic cooperation
agreement between the two centers.
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COP aims to become the most influential think tank on philanthropy in South
China, and to promote philanthropy in China through research and advocacy. Its core
work is to establish an index database on philanthropy; to promote the study on
philanthropy in Sun Yat-sen University, mainland China, Hong Kong, and Macau; and to
work on policy advocacy. The Academic Committee consists mainly of scholars from Sun
Yat-sen University, including Professor Cai He (Dean of the School of Sociology and
Anthropology), Professor Guo Weiqging (School of Government), Professor Shaoming
Chen (Department of Philosophy), Professor Zhou Daming (Department of Anthropology),
Professor Wang Yanming (Lingnan College), and Professor Zhang Heqing (Department of
Social Work). They will work together to achieve breakthroughs in cross-disciplinary
philanthropy study.
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Sun Yat-sen University is located in the Pearl River Delta Region, where philanthropy is
relatively well developed. Since it is near Hong Kong and Taiwan, we are connected
closely to overseas Chinese. So Sun Yat-sen University has a unique advantage in
studying philanthropy in our country.
————2Z5# Li Ping (COP AT, il KZERZm]Hid)
(Director of COP, Deputy secretary of the party committee of SYSU)

BRPUIRERA
W Fea] LAES) 2
KEE,

We are very excited to see the launch of Center on Philanthropy, Sun Yat-sen University,
and we are looking forward to our continuing collaboration. We believe research can move
philanthropy forward and that's the role that we have chosen to play, and that role is going
to be very important in China.
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————Bielefeld Wolfgang
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We proved through successful autonomy that the Committee of Residential Property
Owners was not a political organization but a public nonprofit platform, based on clear
property ownership rights, that sought to achieve community co-management and to
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improve relations between residential property owners.
—— 3% T /Zhou Huoning (]~ ZRA4EFE AN Xk et 41D
(Director of South China Harmonious Community Center)
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You have the possibility to become a core demonstration of people working together to
build community.
————BF « BUIURE A BN O S
Elinor Ostrom’s appraisal to residents from autonomy community
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Elinor Ostrom was awarded the 2009 Nobel Memorial Prize
in Economic Science. She is the first woman to win the prize in
this category in history. She is now on the faculty of Indiana
University, as a professor of Political Science and Public and
Environmental Affairs.
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In her well-known work, “Governing the Commons: The
Evolution of Institutions for Collective Action”, representative and vivid cases are used to
discuss the governance of public spaces and the management of public resources.
Innovative institutional theories on governing the commons are put forward.
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This trip was made to better understand community autonomy in Guangzhou. After
the visit in SYSU, she went to Fengjing Building in Wu Yang New Town, Guangzhou. This
community is unique because of its Committee of Residential Property Owners, which
was founded in 2004. This autonomous mode reflects Professor Ostrom’s idea of
“Common Pool Resources Theory.”
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