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Transformation in Myanmar: New regional dynamics 
 
The political developments in Myanmar since the decision of the military 
government to open up politically and economically received a lot of attention 
internationally. The chances and challenges emerging in the country itself have 
since been object of intensive discussions and initiatives. Actors from the USA 
and Europe like governments, investors, development organisations, foundations 
and so on intensify their engagement in Myanmar. 
 
But the new economic, social and political conditions also raise questions about 
changes in the development coordinates for the region as a whole. It is hard to 
imagine that such fundamental transformation remains without reactions and 
impacts from and in the surrounding countries. The military regime in Myanmar 
was like a ‘plug’, which blocked the integration of the region. At the same time 
various armed conflicts, the opposition to the regime, movements of refugees and 
migrants and illegal trade shaped the relations between different states. Most of 
this is now changing: 
 

• Production is being relocated into Myanmar, value chains are reorganised. 
Companies in Thailand close to the border with Myanmar for example 
benefited from the surplus of cheap labour and have to readjust now to the 
new situation: Now, there are new employment opportunities within 
Myanmar for workers, closer to their families. 

 
• Large infrastructure projects, Special Economic Zones and deep sea 

harbours (Dawei, Kyaukpyu und Thilawa) become part of a regional 
economic integration strategy, changing the movements of goods and 
labour fundamentally. 

 
• Exploitation of resources in the ethnic areas close to the borders with 

neighbouring countries, the drug economy, etc. were integrated in local 
economic cycles. Some of these connections will be strengthened by the 
changes, others like the drugs economy might become an intervention 
point for local development and security initiatives (for example from 
China). 

 
• The competition from investors for the lucrative sectors of Myanmar’s 

economy is increasing, which is still mainly a regional affair between 
Thailand, Japan, Korea and China. These different actors follow different 
development paradigms within Myanmar. This raises the question, 
whether a regional development project emerges, or whether there will be 
a repetition of western models, reproduced by regional actors. 

 
• India’s ‚Looking East’ policy gets a new perspective. Economically, the 

States in Northeast India get the chance to escape from their geographical 
isolation and to connect with Southeast Asia and the world markets. 
Repercussions can also be expected on the armed conflicts. 

 



 
General questions 
 
What is the influence of politics, economy, civil society of neighbouring countries 
on the developments in Myanmar – positive or negative, promoting or restricting, 
mitigating conflicts or fuelling them?  
 
How is Southeast Asia changing – economically, politically, geopolitically, 
strategically, but also at the level of new opportunities for civil society 
organisations and their regional cooperation? Could Myanmar become a new 
‘Role model’ for Southeast Asia? Could Myanmar become a gateway for 
economic and geopolitical interests of the US or Europe in the region, thus 
creating conflicts with the established spheres of influence? 
 
It is definitely too early to expect concluding answers. Intention with this Call for 
Papers is too, to at least initiate reflections on these opportunities and 
perspectives, as well as to point out areas for further research, activities and 
reflection. 
 
 
Issues 
 
In General: How are the developments in Myanmar reflected, discussed and 
judged? Like:  Chances for investors, emergence of a potential competitor (cheap 
labour force), impacts on the political and economic integration of the region, and 
hopes for similar changes in the own country: could the example of Myanmar 
strengthen democratic and civil society movements in other countries? 
 

• The role of China in Myanmar and in the region, specified in a case study 
• India as a new player in Southeast Asia 
• Bangladesh and Rohingyas 

 
• Opportunities or hopes of political organisations in other countries fuelled 

by the changes in Myanmar 
• Cross-border civil society: regional cooperation of civil society 

(democratisation, capacity building, environment, land grabbing, conflicts, 
….) 

 
• New dynamics or constellations within ASEAN, which started to emerge 

already before the change in Myanmar 
• Does the development in Myanmar promote economic integration or does 

it enforce more competition (‘race to the bottom’, labour migration)? 
• Tourism cooperation between Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam 
• Corridors as development concept 
• New perspectives for energy policy in ASEAN region 
• Tensions in the South China sea 

 
• Impacts on conflicts, situation of refugees and people in exile, for example 

in Thailand – expectations, hopes, refugee policies in the respective 
countries 

• Influences from neighbouring countries on conflicts and peace processes 



• Situation of migrants from Myanmar in neighbouring countries like in 
Thailand’s fishing industry 

 
• What do European actors, especially from civil society organisations, think 

about the impacts and development perspectives in the region? 
• Comparison of western donor policies in Cambodia and Myanmar 
•  ………….. 

 
 
 
Deadline 
 
Please send a paper with title and abstract (up to 20 lines) in German or English 
by 30 January 2014 to Ms. Luise	  Malchert: luise.malchert@uni-‐bonn.de	  	  
 
The final papers should be sent by 15 March 2014 
 
 
 
Formal guidelines:	  
	  
Maximum	  of	  characters	  (with	  spaces):	  
1	  page	  =	  3.800	  
2	  pages	  =	  6.900	  
3	  pages	  =	  11.000	  
	  
The	  indicated	  number	  of	  characters	  contain	  all	  text	  information,	  headlines,	  
author	  line,	  etc.	  included.	  Two	  subheadings	  per	  page.	  
	  
Formatting:	  none,	  respectively	  paragraph	  marks.	  Footnotes	  and	  comments	  in	  
continuous	  text,	  not	  formatted	  as	  footnotes	  
	  
Pictures	  &	  graphic	  arts	  are	  welcome	  (one	  per	  page),	  but	  they	  should	  be	  
suited	  for	  print	  in	  black-‐and-‐white	  mode	  (over	  300	  dpi);	  clarify	  copyright	  
questions	  before.	  Please	  do	  not	  copy	  images	  in	  the	  text.	  Save	  individually	  in	  
jpg-‐format	  if	  possible.	  Brief	  info	  about	  the	  picture	  and	  name	  of	  photographer	  
Tables	  are	  to	  be	  treated	  as	  pictures	  as	  well.	  
 
 
 
Contact 
 
Uwe Hoering: Uwe.Hoering@asienhaus.de 
 
  


