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In recent years, the challenges posed by climate change to China and the whole world have 
raised attention within Chinese civil society. A few domestic NGOs and national offices of in-
ternational NGOs have carried out various projects to help combat climate change. However, 
to date Chinese civil society has not yet developed a comprehensive understanding or knowl-
edge of the international background to this emerging threat, nor has it formed any kind of 
systematic response or action strategy to address climate change.  

In view of this, eight NGOs including the Friends of Nature, Oxfam Hong Kong, Greenpeace, 
Actionaid China(AAC), Global Village Beijing, World Wide Fund for Nature China(WWF), Green 
Earth Volunteers and the Institute of Public and Environmental Affairs came together to initiate 
the project “Chinese Civil Society’s Response to Climate Change: Consensus and Strategies”. 
The aim of the project is to raise the level or awareness and concern about climate change  
among Chinese civil society, to seek common positions and strategies based on  Chinese reali-
ties, and to call for common actions to combat climate change. The program started in 2007. 

For 2009 position, nearly 40 organizations cotributed, including international organizations of-
fice in China (see list of organisations at the end of the document). 

Climate change affects everyone. Each coun-
try must assess the associated threats and 
jointly seek solutions.  

Much as in other parts of the world, Chinese 
civil society has been concerned about the 
seriousness of climate change and its effect 
on people. We are calling on governments to 
take positive action to mitigate climate 
change impacts and to help poor countries 
and vulnerable regions adapt. 

At the United Nations climate conference in 
Copenhagen, Chinese civil society would like 
to highlight the following issues:     
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International negotiations  

1. To avoid catastrophic climate change, 
clear goals for mitigating climate change 
must be agreed under the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. Developed countries must take 
responsibility to cut greenhouse gas emis-

sions and to take the lead in deep reduc-
tions in emissions.  

2. Developed countries must commit to re-
ducing their greenhouse gas emissions by 
40% 1by 2020 compared with 1990 levels. 
Most of the reduction should take place 
domestically and countries should set 
clear ratios of local emission reductions to 
overseas emissions offsets through market 
mechanisms.  

3. In recognition of the principle of ‘com-
mon but differentiated responsibility,’ 
developed countries must help develop-

 
1 According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Chan-
ge (IPCC), the world must stay within a 2°C temperature rise, 
if catastrophic impacts of climate change are to be avoided. 
This requires developed countries to reduce their emissions by 
25 - 40% by 2020. However, some vulnerable countries, 
especially, the small island nations, think that temperature rise 
should be even less–at 1.5°C, and are calling for deeper emis-
sion reductions of 40%. 
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ing countries to mitigate and adapt to 
climate change by providing financial, 
technological and capacity-building assis-
tance. Developing countries should proac-
tively implement measures of mitigating 
and adapting to climate change and set 
up voluntary domestic emission control 
targets. Developing countries should also 
enhance South-South cooperation in com-
bating climate change.     

4. Developed countries and developing 
countries should jointly explore the path 
of low-carbon and sustainable develop-
ment; adjust their energy structure and 
improve energy efficiency. All countries 
should promote sustainable lifestyles and 
reduce energy consumption per capita 
through methods such as campaigning 
and incentives such as subsidies, as well 
as via legislation. Developed countries 
should develop their long term zero car-
bon plan. 

5. During the Copenhagen Conference, all 
parties should make joint efforts to reach 
a fair and just agreement which benefits 
poor countries and vulnerable groups. 

6. The global financial crisis should not be 
used as an excuse to ignore the urgency of 
climate change. Each country should 
work towards developing a low-carbon 
economy and create green employment 
opportunities.  

7. Domestic policy recommendations:   

8. China is the biggest carbon dioxide emit-
ter among the developing countries. It 
also suffers from the impacts of climate 
change. China should take the lead 

among developing countries in combating 
climate change.    

9. When formulating and implementing 
policies for adapting to and mitigating cli-
mate change the Chinese government 
should take the principle of social equity 
into full consideration. 

10. The Chinese government should adopt 
energy efficiency and emissions reduction 
measures; commit to major efforts to de-
velop renewable sources of energy, create 
a low-carbon economy, and follow a path 
of sustainable development. The govern-
ment should prevent and minimise the 
negative impact on society and the envi-
ronment when adopting policies, market 
mechanisms and technical measures. 
Mechanisms should be established by the 
Chinese government to improve the co-
benefit of environmental protection ef-
forts and ensure that climate policies do 
not conflict with other environmental pro-
tection issues. 

11. The Chinese government should imple-
ment adaptation measures to reduce the 
impacts of climate change on ecologically 
vulnerable areas and on disadvantaged 
populations. It should enhance the capac-
ity of and improve conditions for the 
poor, the disadvantaged and vulnerable 
areas in adapting to climate change.   

12. The government should encourage the 
public and NGOs to participate in policy-
making processes and to monitor imple-
mentation processes.  
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List of organisations involved. The coordinating organization is Friends of Nature, Beijing.. 

Core Organisations 
Friends of Nature, Oxfam Hong Kong, Greenpeace, Actionaid China(AAC), Global Village Beijing, 
World Wide Fund for Nature China(WWF), Green Earth Volunteers and the Institute of Public and 
Environmental Affairs 

Participant Organisations 
AURORA; Zhaotong Volunteers Association to Protect Black-necked Cranes; China Youth Climate 
Action Network; Chengdu Urban Rivers Association; China Development Brief; Dao Institute for 
Environment and Development; "Green Star" Scrap Battery Volunteer Service;  Tianjin Friends of 
Green; Green Anhui; Green Han River; Green Watershed; Green Camel Bell; Green River; Green 
Longjiang; Green Beijing; Green Cross; Gsean; Green Remote; Huai River Water Liuing Circum-
stance Scientific Researching Center; NGOCN; Shanghai Oasis; Shanshui Conservation Center; 
Saunders Gull Conservation Society of Panjin City;  The Youth From Red Cross; Xiamen Green 
Cross Association; The Green Volunteeer League of Chongqing; Daerwen Environmental Institute; 
Green Friend Association; Environmental Friends Charity Association; Green Future Environ-
mental Protection Association in Changyuan County; Ningxia Center of Environment and Poverty 
Alleviation 
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Bisher erschienene Hintergrundinformationen 

Nr.11/2009, 28.8.09, Fu Tao: 30 Years of  Civil Society Nr. 13/2009, 22.10.2009, Berit Thomsen, The Sky’s 
the Limit in China. How, despite difficulties, the farmers strive for self-sufficiency  

Nr. 12/2009, 21.9.2009, Eva Sternfeld, Biologischer Anbau „Made in China“ 

Nr.10/2009, 11.8.2009, Eva Sternfeld: Organic Food „Made in China“ 

Nr. 9/2009, 20.7 2009, Anne Sander: German Trade Unions and China: From Non-Interference to Coopera-
tion? 

Nr. 8/2009, 18.6.2009, Katja Levy: Emergency Law, Patent Law, Social Law - Celebrating the tenth anniver-
sary of the Sino-German Rule of Law Dialogue Initiative 

Nr. 7/2009, 7.6.2009, Katja Levy: Notstandsrecht, Patentrecht, Sozialrecht – zum 10. Geburtstag des 
Deutsch-Chinesischen Rechtsstaatsdialogs  

Nr. 6/2009, 22.5.2009, Xu Youyu: “June 4th Pro-Democracy Movement Seminar”, Beijing 2009, Meeting of 
Chinese Intellectuals to Commemorate June 4th 

Nr. 5/2009, 14.4.2009, Klaus Heidel: European Parliament resolution of 5th February 2009 on trade and  
economic relations with China 

Nr. 4/2009 - 22.3.2009, Nora Sausmikat: Civil Society Dilemmas in Dealing with China 

Nr. 3/2009, 7.3.2009, Peng Xiaowei, Wang Ximing: Die Rolle von NGOs bei der Regulierung und Steuerung 
öffentlicher Krisen 

Nr. 2/2009, 6.1.2009, Christa Wichterich: Trade Committee of the European Parliament advocates Business 
Interests in relation with China 

Nr. 1/2009, 2.1.2009, Nick Young: Mit dem Feind reden 

Nr. 4/2008, 25.11.2008, Pierre Rousset: France-China relations or the pre-Olympic psychodrama in perspec-
tive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Das Projekt „EU-China: zivilgesellschaftliche Partnerschaft für soziale und ökologische Gerechtigkeit“ wird von der 
Europäischen Union gefördert. Die vom Projekt vertretenen Positionen können in keiner Weise als Standpunkte der 
Europäischen Union angesehen werden. 
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