Call for papers 

Too little, too much, or in the wrong hands? 
The Right to Water in Southeast Asia

An unassuming molecule, one part oxygen and two parts hydrogen, could play a major role in future conflicts. Although 70 percent of the earth’s surface is covered in water, access to and control of fresh water is unequally distributed. In Southeast Asia, the importance of this “blue gold” is increasing. Access to clean drinking water is not only crucial for our everyday life but also for agriculture. Privatisation, commercialisation and monopolisation are all increasing the risk of conflict. In future, climate change will increase the likelihood of a resource crisis. In the geographically diverse region Southeast Asia, the discrepancy between areas abounding with water and other areas lacking it is already relevant. Temporary excesses or lack of water might not last long, but they have a long-lasting impact on the lives of those affected by drought or flood. We are interested in the social relations of water, the production of water scarcity, the actor constellations and power relations that politicise water and the social movements that are fighting for the right to water. 
We are looking for articles that address the following issues:

1. The commercialisation and privatisation of water: which actors dominate the water market, how is this connected to free trade agreements, how is the flood of plastic bottles changing Southeast Asia etc.?

2. Urban water problems: why don’t urban water supply and sewage systems work, although there is enough water in Southeast Asia?

3. What is the cultural significance of life with, near and on water?

4. Water as a trade route: rivers, the Straits of Malacca, geopolitical control etc?

5. The ocean as a resource space: fishery conflicts, oil, deep sea mining

6. The political ecology of water pollution: polluters, regulation and movements
7. The politicisation of dam projects: actors, impacts and movements
8. Floods and droughts: how are these socially produced?

9. How does climate change impact regional water regimes and weather patterns (typhoons and other catastrophes) and how do states and municipalities react to the danger of sinking cities and regions?

Articles should be 1 page (up to 4,500 characters including spaces), 2 pages (up to 9000 characters including spaces) or 3 pages (up to 13,500 characters including spaces) and if possible should include photographs. Authors from Southeast Asia are most welcome. Please submit articles by 30.10.2015.

Contact: oliver.pye[at]uni-bonn.de
